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Apple Time Capsule Model A1254 - Replacing
the power supply capacitors

The first Time Capsules were not mechanically...
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INTRODUCTION

The first Time Capsules were not mechanically ventilated (the fan only kicks in if the hard drive heats
up, which never happens), the original capacitors degrade and eventually fail (they bulge).

Proceeding slowly, you have to open the power supply board (you will put the scotches back on
when you have finished handling them), then unsolder the old ones (always change both even if only
one is dead), solder on the new ones and reassemble.

Handling is simple if you know how to use a precision soldering iron and screwdriver and can
provide years of service. For my Time Capsule, the 500 GB hard drive has been replaced by a 3 TB
which works perfecily.

TOOLS:

Tournevis Cruciforme PH1 (1)
New Item (1)
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Step 1 — Open the Time Capsule

‘ @ Using the fingers or a blunt, plastic
| tool, peel away the rubber base.

@ Be careful as in some older Time
Capsules, it may be that the rubber
base is torn. Please perform the
step slowly and with care.

Step 2 — Accessing the Power Board

e Remove the 7 marked screws in
order to remove the aluminum
bottom and free the power supply
board.

@ Once the bottom is removed,
disconnect the fan cord from the
motherboard.
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Step 3 — Disconnect the power supply board

@ The power supply board is not held
in by any screws (removed in the
previous step).

@ Disconnect the SATA power
connector from the drive, the
connector from the motherboard,
and the power plug.

e Gently pull out the power supply
board.

Step 4

o Gently peel off the aluminum tape on the label side, then pull it aside.

@ Insert translation here

This document was generated on 2022-11-17 07:39:16 PM (MST).
© iFixit — CC BY-NC-SA www.iFixit.com Page 4 of 6



Apple Time Capsule Model A1254 - Repla.. Guide ID: 130865 - Draft: 2022-11-16

Step 5 — Identify broken capacitor

@ Once the card is out and the capacitors are visible, you have to look for those which are bulging.
@ The second photo is not of good quality, but it is the one on the left which is bulging.

@ In any case, you must replace the capacitors by pair. Here, it is the two big ones which will be
changed.

Step 6

@ The capacitors are unstuck,
straightened and ready to be
unsoldered.
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Step 7 — Replacing Capacitors

@ The two new capacitors are in place.

& WARNING: if during reassembly, the
capsule goes into a "high
. temperature" alarm on Airport, with
e, N the fan running and the orange light
30 flashing, this is probably due to
contact between the "-" leg of the
lower capacitor and the wire below.

e To avoid the above problem, you
have to put the small silicone tube
removed from the old capacitor
back, and don't hesitate to put a bit
of nail polish to hold it together.

To reassemble your device, follow the instructions in reverse order.
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