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Q FixiT

Fountain Pen Nib Repair

How to properly fix and repair the nib on a fountain pen using a knife and flat surface to roll the nib
back into working condition and help ink flow.

Written By: Clayton Braga
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INTRODUCTION

This repair guide will detail how to repair a broken fountain pen nib. The nib of a fountain pen is
where the ink flows from, and having a broken nib results in a non-functioning fountain pen. The
repair mostly requires household tools, as well as a polish at the end.

TOOLS: PARTS:

Thin Flat Blade (Knife) (1) Polish (1)
A thin knife, or any thin metal surface, that can Polish meant to increase ink flow at the end
slide between the tines of the fountain pen nib. of the repair.

Flat Suface (1)
Fountain Pen (1)
Shop Towels or Rags (1)
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Step 1 — Nib Repair

@ Assess fountain pen nib damage. The nib is the small metal piece at the tip of the pen from which
ink flows.

& Practice caution when removing the nib, as it is sharp and may cut you.

e Remove the nib by gripping its top with two fingers and pulling away from the body of the pen.
Gently grip the top of the nib with your index finger and thumb. Pull the top away from the pen's
body to remove the nib.

@ Removing the nib helps to better assess the fraying of the tines, which are the two thin pieces at
the point of the nib.

This document was generated on 2020-11-28 08:02:09 AM (MST).
© iFixit — CC BY-NC-SA www.iFixit.com Page 3 of 7



Fountain Pen Nib Repair Guide ID: 131970 - Draft: 2020-06-04

Step 2

@ Press the nib of the pen down onto the flat surface.
e Gently apply pressure to straighten out the nib.

e Slowly roll the fountain pen nib horizontally, from left to right.

@ Rolling is the motion of pressing the nib down on a flat surface and moving it back and forth to
straighten out any bends.

e Rolling the nib of the fountain pen fixes flayed/separated tines.
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Step 3

e Rotate the nib by 90 degrees.

@ Apply pressure in a style similar to
Step 2. Continue to roll the nib, from
the tip to base and back.

(@) Rolling the nib after rotating it
helps to repair bent tines.

Step 4

e Flip the pen over and repeat the
process of Step 3.
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Step 5

& Be sure to practice caution when using sharp tools such as the knife!

@ Slide the knife, or thin metal surface, between the two tines on the nib.

e Slowly move the pen nib up and down the length of the knife in a flossing motion.
(@) This action can help correct misalignment.
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Step 6

@ Apply some simichrome polish onto
a towel or rag.

e Wax the entirety of the nib using the
rag; try to avoid the body of the pen.

@ Removing the pen nib again may
make this process easier for
some fountain pens.

(@) Polishing the pen nib helps to
increase ink flow.

Step 7

e Allow the polish to dry before using
the pen.

(@) Optional: Using a dry chrome
polishing rag, buff the pen nib to
set the polish.

e Gemor OFSIEY @ Your newly aligned pen is now ready
to use!

To reassemble your device, follow these instructions in reverse order.
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