
How to Patch a Hole in a Kote
Fix a hole in the palm of a Kote by sewing on a leather patch.
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INTRODUCTION

With regular use, kote, the gauntlets worn by practitioners of kendo, or Japanese fencing, will wear
down where the fingertips grip the sword. Suppliers of this specialized athletic equipment will repair
these holes, sometimes for approximately $24.00 + shipping and handling both ways. This will leave
the martial artist without equipment and unable to practice, and can also be a drain on the wallet.
These holes can be quickly and affordably fixed with a leather patch made from an inexpensive
polishing sham found at most auto supply stores, leaving the martial artist with no excuse to miss
out on practice or risk painful splinters or bruises to their fingers.

TOOLS:
Ruler (1)
Pen (1)
Utility Scissors (1)
Hand Sewing Needle (1)
Sewing Thread (1)
Small Needle Nose Pliers (1)
Thimble (1)

PARTS:
Leather Patch (1)
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http://www.amazon.com/Classics-Stainless-Backing-TPG-152-Inches/dp/B002IXKD9U/ref=sr_1_9?s=office-products&ie=UTF8&qid=1435272263&sr=1-9&keywords=ruler
file:///Item/Pen
file:///Store/Tools/Utility-Scissors/IF145-134
https://www.amazon.com/SINGER-Large-Needles-Magnetic-Card-12/dp/B002I35QMO/ref=sxin_0_ac_d_rm?crid=2D44X2L0TRTDM&keywords=sewing+needles+hand&pd_rd_i=B002I35QMO&pd_rd_r=7dfc4a4d-85d9-4fa9-bae0-e641c5d5fa59&pd_rd_w=TG8zg&pd_rd_wg=IkY1h&pf_rd_p=91b604bb-c371-4573-970f-bed68a552852&pf_rd_r=14CZ6X5JHRAM9W311PP0&qid=1559661764&s=gateway&sprefix=sewing+needle%252Caps%252C148
https://www.amazon.com/Mandala-Crafts-Leather-Upholstery-Heavy-Duty/dp/B00JU6OO84/ref=sxin_3_sxwds-bovbs?keywords=sewing+thread&pd_rd_i=B00JU6OO84&pd_rd_r=c07d98d2-1c94-49aa-bc98-32e11898cd38&pd_rd_w=BSp4k&pd_rd_wg=RvMsa&pf_rd_p=55b738be-ff12-48ad-8ad2-6a14afb06d32&pf_rd_r=B0N34JTYEF87KNN36KTP&qid=1564698552&s=gateway
file:///Store/Tools/Small-Needle-Nose-Pliers/IF145-058
file:///Item/Fingerhut
file:///Item/Leather_Patch


Step 1 — How to Patch a Hole in a Kote

Use the ruler to measure the hole,
and add a 1/4 to 1/2 inch buffer on
all sides.



Step 2

Use the ruler and pen to create
guiding lines for these
measurements directly on the
backside of the leather patch.
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Step 3

Use the scissors to cut along the
guiding lines.



Step 4

Center the leather patch over the
hole and pin it in place.
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Step 5

Cut approximately 30 inches of
thread and thread 15 inches through
the needle.



Tie the two ends of the thread into a
square knot by creating a loop,
drawing the ends through the loop,
and pulling it tight.



Step 6

 

After drawing the thread through the patch from below, about 1/4 inch from the edge, use the
thimble to push the needle through the kote, just outside the patch.



Use the pliers to pull the needle through the kote and leather.

Repeat the process all around the patch until you return to the first stitch.

How to Patch a Hole in a Kote Draft: 2021-09-02Guide ID: 143371 -

This document was generated on 2021-09-13 10:29:24 PM (MST).

© iFixit — CC BY-NC-SA www.iFixit.com Page 5 of 6



To patch your kote, follow these steps in chronological order.

Step 7

  

Knot the final stitch in place by running the needle under the first stitch.

Pull the thread to create a loop, and run the needle through the loop towards you.

To hide the knot, run the needle beneath the patch and pull the thread through, cutting it close to
the patch.



Step 8

You have successfully patched the
hole in your kote.
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