
Kitchen Sink Basket Strainer Assembly
Replacement

Complete disassembly and replacement of the kitchen sink basket strainer assembly.

Written By: Shahnawaz Chodhry
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INTRODUCTION

If your kitchen strainer seems to be leaking from the bottom, what you need is a replacement of the
kitchen basket strainer assembly.

Cracks, old washers, and parts can wear over time. If not dealt with, the leaks under your sink will
become worse. The quicker you use this guide, the better.

Inspect your current plumbing under the sink to determine how much space you have to work with.
Whether or not you will need a wrench to loosen some of the parts. Draw a diagram if needed. You
will also have to purchase a new kitchen strainer assembly that has similar dimensions to your
current strainer.

Technically, this entire guide does not require a wrench. But if the lock nuts are too tight to loosen,
then a wrench is not just recommended - but required. Please do not hurt yourself or break anything
by using too much force. Make it easy on yourself.

Before you use this guide, make sure you clear all materials under the sink and place a safeguard
(cloth, towel) to make sure the water does not damage your sink cabinet.

TOOLS:
Utility Work Gloves (1)
Pipe Wrench (1)
Soft Cloth (1)
Paper Towels (1)

PARTS:
Plumbers putty (1)
Kitchen Strainer Basket Assembly (1)
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https://www.amazon.com/Ironclad-General-All-Purpose-Performance-Washable/dp/B00004XOH8/ref=sxin_12?asc_contentid=amzn1.osa.a425ac3b-18ea-4c4b-b79f-39ca0406a434.ATVPDKIKX0DER.en_US&asc_contenttype=article&ascsubtag=amzn1.osa.a425ac3b-18ea-4c4b-b79f-39ca0406a434.ATVPDKIKX0DER.en_US&creativeASIN=B00004XOH8&cv_ct_cx=automotive+gloves&cv_ct_id=amzn1.osa.a425ac3b-18ea-4c4b-b79f-39ca0406a434.ATVPDKIKX0DER.en_US&cv_ct_pg=search&cv_ct_we=asin&cv_ct_wn=osp-single-source-earns-comm&dchild=1&keywords=automotive+gloves&linkCode=oas&pd_rd_i=B00004XOH8&pd_rd_r=e2f9f960-7161-48bb-b751-30def6fcd9c3&pd_rd_w=JlAJx&pd_rd_wg=5LeGm&pf_rd_p=f8108e8c-9dee-4dc9-af6c-073db3c1eea1&pf_rd_r=W1DRV20XCV3F334E4AM2&qid=1626460212&sr=1-1-a3cc9a7a-2f07-46dc-8259-ac02200376a0&tag=gearpublish-20
http://www.amazon.com/Tradespro-836159-14-Inch-Aluminum-Wrench/dp/B004QO9IHW/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1407436709&sr=8-1&keywords=Pipe+Wrench
http://www.amazon.com/MagicFiber%25C2%25AE-Premium-Microfiber-Cleaning-Cloths/dp/B0050R67U0/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1390870779&sr=8-1&keywords=cleaning+cloth
http://www.amazon.com/Sparkle-Paper-Towels-Giant-Pick-A-Size/dp/B00BGN8PLG/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1390949049&sr=8-1&keywords=paper+towel
https://www.amazon.com/WM-Harvey-043010-Stainless-Plumbers/dp/B000BQT3MO/ref=sr_1_2?ie=UTF8&qid=1529951998&sr=8-2&keywords=plumbers+putty
https://www.homedepot.ca/product/moen-strainer-basket-assembly/1000838463


Step 1 — Kitchen Basket Strainer Assembly

  

Inspect the strainer under the sink and inspect the basket over the sink. Take out the basket from
the top.



Step 2

  

Loosen the bottom lock nut under the sink with your hands. If your hands are not enough, use a
12" pipe wrench to loosen the bottom nut out.



Twist the bottom lock left when loosening it.

Get ready to take out the old flange that sits on top of the tailpiece as shown.
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Step 3

 

Take out the old flange and clean the inside of the tailpiece with a paper towel. Trust me, the
tailpiece will be very dirty.



Step 4

  

Loosen the top lock nut that sits below the strainer, take the lock nut out.

Twist the top lock nut left.

At this point, the top strainer should be loose after removing the second lock nut.
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Step 5

  

The top strainer easily comes off now due to no nut holding it in place.

If there is resistance from prior washers or gaskets, give the strainer a pull to take it out.

Step 6

 

Clean the top of the sink engrave of putty, washer residue, or water with a paper towel.
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Step 7

  

Prepare and roll up the putty with your hands.

Roll the putty into a hotdog shape and use enough so that you can cover the top of the sink
engrave where the strainer must be placed.



Step 8

  

When placing the putty, follow the trace of the indent for the strainer outlined in the sink.

Slightly press down, but not completely so that the putty sticks. Prepare to place the new top
strainer.
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Step 9

  

Place the new top strainer on to the grave of the putty.

Slightly press with your finger so that the putty sticks to the top strainer.

Step 10

  

Press down the top strainer until the putty squeezes out from the sides.

Clean the excess putty with your hands and paper towels.
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Step 11

  

The placement of the washers on the bottom strainer is as follows from bottom to top: (1) paper
gasket, (2) rough washer, (3) soft washer.



Place the washers and the new strainer in the order shown.

Place the strainer with the washers before putting the top lock nut.
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Step 12

 

Tighten the lock nut under the strainer with your hands.

When tightening, twist the top lock nut right.

Extra tighten the locknut with a wrench if necessary.

Putty from the top will likely squeeze out as you tighten the lock nut. Simply clean off the putty after
you're done.
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By the end of this guide, you should now know the ins and outs of the kitchen strainer and how to
replace it.

Step 13

  

Place a new flange if needed (depending on the condition of your old flange).

Tighten the bottom lock nut that connects the tailpiece with the strainer. Use a wrench for extra
security.



Twist the bottom lock nut right.
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