Q FixiT

Nintendo Switch Micro SD Card Reader (FPC Connector
Socket) Replacement

With extended use over time, Switch models may...
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INTRODUCTION

With extended use over time, Switch models may malfunction. This guide will cover how to replace
a malfunctioning SD card reader. The Switch system is widely recognized for its limited internal
storage capacity, hence it may prove challenging for users to download and install additional game
tittes without a properly functioning SD card.

To fix an SD card reader you need to replace the FPC connector socket which connects the SD
card reader to the motherboard allowing it to properly function.

« For this project, experience with applying flux is strongly recommended.
o Additionally, you should have prior knowledge of how to use a heat gun.

TOOLS: PARTS:

Heat Gun (1) FPC connector for switch (1)
Tri-point YO Screwdriver (1)

Phillips #00 Screwdriver (1)

Rosin Flux (1)

Cotton Swabs (1)

Tweezers (1)


https://www.ifixit.com/products/heat-gun
https://www.ifixit.com/products/tri-point-y0-screwdriver
https://www.ifixit.com/products/phillips-00-screwdriver
http://www.amazon.com/MG-Chemicals-Corrosive-Conductive-residue/dp/B005DNR01Q/ref=pd_sim_sbs_indust_1
https://www.ifixit.com/products/cotton-swabs
https://www.ifixit.com/products/tweezers
https://www.amazon.com/GinTai-Replacement-Nintendo-Switch-Connector/dp/B08VDDW5KY

Step 1 — Prepare the console

® | ocate the power button on the top of the Nintendo Switch; it is the indented circular button to
the left of the volume buttons and is circled in red in the first image.

Press and hold the Power button for three seconds, a power options menu will pop up. Select
“Turn Off” in the options menu to power off the Nintendo Switch.

® Press and hold the black buttons on the back of the joy cons, and slide them upward to
remove them. These buttons are circled in yellow in the second image.

Step 2

® | ocate the five Phillips head #00 screws on each side of the device and remove them.

® Locate the two Phillips head #00 screws from the bottom of the device and remove them.



Step 3 — Remove the back cover
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® | ocate the four tri-wing YO screws on the back of the device and remove them.
@ Lift the SD card cover and remove the Phillips head #00 screw from the back of the device.

Locate the Phillips head #00 screw on the top of the back cover next to the fan vent and
remove it.

® (Carefully remove the back cover from the device.



Step 4 — Remove the SD card reader

® | ocate the Phillips head #00 screw securing the microSD card reader to the device and
remove it.

® Slowly remove the SD card reader using tweezers.

N Improper removal or insertion of the SD card reader can damage either the card reader or the
connector socket.

(@ During reassembly, make sure to firmly connect the press connector to the motherboard.

(@ To make it easier to remove and reinstall the card reader, you may find it helpful to remove the
foam pad beforehand.



Step 5 — Take out the metal plate

® | ocate the six Phillips head #00 screws from the metal plate inside of the device and remove
them

® Using the heat gun apply 400°C heat to the connector socket for 30 seconds to loosen the
flux.

® Remove the metal cover plate
® (Carefully remove the FPC connector socket using the tweezers.
/N Be careful with the heat gun in order to prevent harm to other parts or yourself

N ltis encouraged to wear heat-resistant gloves and to cover other components with aluminum
foil or another metal casing.



Step 7 — Reapply flux

® Apply a new coat of flux.
® Smoothen the surface area using a cotton swab.

® |nsert the new connector socket into the flux.



Step 8

® Use the heat gun to apply 400°C to the new flux to loosen it.

® Use the cotton swab to ensure that the FPC connector socket is completely secured in the
flux.

/N Be careful with the heat gun in order to prevent harm to other parts or yourself

N ltis encouraged to wear heat-resistant gloves and to cover other components with aluminum
foil or another metal casing.

To reassemble your device, follow these instructions in reverse order.



